
 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Administrative Note for International Delegates 

B20 India Inception Meeting 
22- 24 January 2023 

Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India 



 

1 | P a g e  

Contents  
INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................................. 2 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA ................................................................................................................... 4 

REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS ............................................................................................. 9 

MEDIA & COMMUNICATION .......................................................................................................... 11 

VISA REQUIRMENTS ....................................................................................................................... 13 

HEALTH REQUIRMENTS ................................................................................................................ 15 

MEETING VENUE ............................................................................................................................. 18 

ACCOMODATION ............................................................................................................................. 20 

FLIGHT INFORMATION, IMMIGRATION & CUSTOMS ............................................................ 24 

EXCURSION ....................................................................................................................................... 26 

PERSONAL INFORMATION ........................................................................................................... 29 

GENERAL INFORMATION .............................................................................................................. 31 

IMPORTANT DATES ........................................................................................................................ 34 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

2 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 | P a g e  

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), the B20 India Secretariat, warmly welcomes all the delegates to 
the B20 Inception Meeting which will take place at Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India, on 22-24 January 2023. 
 
Gandhinagar is the capital of State of Gujarat, situated in Western India. On 1st May 1960, State of 
Gujarat was created out of the erstwhile 17 northern districts of the former State of Bombay. 
Gandhinagar is named after the revered India’s Father of the Nation, Shri  Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi. The city was built in the year 1965 to supplant Ahmedabad, the then State Capital. The State 
Administrative offices were relocated to Gandhinagar in 1970, and the city subsequently became the 
administrative, commercial and cultural centre in Gujarat. The city capital, Gandhinagar, via an 
expressway is well connected with Ahmedabad city. 
 
Besides being the administrative capital of the State, Gandhinagar is one of the three government 
planned cities in India and is located on the banks of Sabarmati River.  
 
The Grand Akshardham Temple, Indroda Dinosaur and Fossil Park, Dandi Kutir Museum, Adalaj Ni 
Vav, Adalaj Trimandir are few of prominent cultural & heritage sites in and around Gandhinagar. 
 
The nearest International Airport is Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport is at Ahmedabad and 
is roughly 30 minutes’ drive from Gandhinagar. The temperature in Gandhinagar will be comfortable 
during the month of January, with a low of 12˚C and a high of 28˚C. We encourage delegates to carry 
warm clothing, as early mornings and late nights tend to be windy with lower temperatures.  
 
This Administrative note intends to provide delegates with information pertaining to the administrative 
and logistical arrangements, as well as other general information regarding the Inception Meeting. 
Delegates will be notified via email of any changes in the programme elements or any other updated / 
additional information. 
 
For further inquiries and assistance, delegates and their representatives may contact the Indian B20 
Secretariat by writing to: B20secretariat@cii.in  

 

 

 

  

The Grand Akshardham Temple Sabarmati Gandhi Ashram  

Sabarmati River Front  Adalaj Stepwell – Adalaj Ni Vav 
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Dates for B20 India Inception Meeting 
 

 22 - 24 January 2023 
 
 

Delegates are requested to: 
 

o Arrive at Gandhinagar by first half of 22 January 2023  
  

o Depart Gandhinagar not before 25 January 2023.  
 
 
Event Venue 
 

 Inception Meeting venue: Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
 
 
Programme 
 

Day One [22 January 2023], would start with registration of International delegates at the Hotel 
Leela, Gandhinagar from 1100 hrs (IST) onwards. In the evening, the delegates shall proceed for 
an excursion of Dandi Kutir and then to Mahatma Mandir for Cultural Programme and Dinner. 
 
Day Two [23 January 2023], would have Public Sessions, with keynote addresses & deliberations 
on thematic Sessions at Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar. The session will be open for all delegates, 
both International and Indian. 
 
Day Three [24 January 2023], would start with a Yoga Session and Eco Tour, early morning, at 
Punit Van, Gandhinagar. This would be followed by an excursion to Gujarat International Finance 
Tec-City (Gift City) and end with a visit to Adalaj Stepwell. 

 
 
       In addition, there would be ‘Gujarat Experience Zone’ at Mahatma Mandir  
 
Programme Outline [all times in IST] 

 
 
Day 01: Sunday: 22 January 2023  
 
1100-1600 hrs Registration of Delegates at The Leela, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
  
1630-1800 hrs Excursion to Dandi Kutir [by invitation] 
  
1800-2030 hrs Welcome Reception at Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar [by invitation] 

 
 Cultural Programme at Amphitheatre  
 Gala Dinner 

 
      
Day 02: Monday: 23 January 2023  
 
0830-0915 hrs: Registration of Indian Delegates for Public Session and Networking Tea at 

Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
  
0915-0925 hrs: All delegates to be Seated at Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
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1000-1900 hrs: Public Session of the B20 India Inception Meeting at Mahatma Mandir, 

Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
  
1000-1130 hrs Opening Session of B20 India Inception Meeting 
  
 As India holds the Presidency of G20 for 2023, it will host the eighteenth G20 Summit. 

Established in 2010, B20 is among the most prominent Engagement Groups of G20, 
representing the priorities of businesses globally. Over the years, B20 has gained more 
strength and visibility. During the course of the Presidency, B20 India will host a series of 
discussions and events, across India, covering the identified industry priorities, with the 
aim to realize the B20 strategic vision and translating it into concrete and actionable policy 
recommendations. 

 
This session will set the tone to officially embark on the journey of hosting the B20 
Presidency and initiating deliberations on the priorities identified for global businesses, 
during India’s Presidency. 
 

1130-1200 hrs: Special Plenary on B20 India Priorities 
  
1200-1300 hrs Plenary Session I: Climate Action: Accelerating Towards Net Zero Energy for 

Greener and Sustainable Future 
  
 The G20 as a whole contributed 75 per cent of the total GHG emissions and the energy 

supply sector contributed 20 GtCO2e (37 per cent of the total GHG emissions)1. If current 
global policies continue the world will get warmer by 2.4-2.8 degrees by end of the century. 
The energy transition to net-zero is very complex given the required global scale of change, 
disruptions to established technology, financial markets, supply chains, business models, 
governance frameworks and entrenched political and economic considerations.  
 
The deliberations in this session will provide insight on the importance of accelerating 
transitions to net-zero while addressing issues such as enhancing the quantum, 
predictability & ease of financing flows, supporting technology innovation, and ensuring a 
just transition. 

  
1300-1400 hrs: Plenary II: Rethinking & Revitalizing Innovation to Drive Inclusive Impact 
  
 Technology innovation is a key driver of socio- economic development. It is essential for 

every nation to identify their priority innovation areas, such as Artificial Intelligence, Space, 
Robotics, Genomics, Advanced Materials, Rare Earth, Green Technologies, and several 
others and then take appropriate actions. These actions might involve nurturing an 
inclusive innovation and R&D system, diversifying R&D hubs, encouraging skilling of 
entrepreneurs, building technology roadmaps, enhancing access to finance and 
strengthening intellectual property regime across sectors.  
 
This session would focus towards combining the global strengths to rethink and revitalize 
innovation that will help drive sustained cross-sectoral collaboration and thereby result in 
an all-inclusive economic, social and environmental growth. This would require strategic 
vision and intelligence in the form of ‘Innovation Roadmaps’ for critical sectors so that the 
nations pursue science, technology and innovation policies for greater impact. 

  
1400-1500 hrs: Lunch 
  
1500-1600 hrs: Plenary III: Redefining the Global Digital Cooperation: A Call for Action 
  
 While the significance of data is increasing rapidly as an economic and strategic resource, 

the world is heading towards a hyper-connected future with people and businesses closer 
to each other than ever. Post-pandemic bridging the global digital divide has become 
increasingly important since several essential services such as healthcare, education, 
financial transaction and banking have seen an increased critical reliance on digital tools. 
Enhancing digital literacy is key towards narrowing the digital divide. Further, as countries 
and businesses evolve digitally, vast majority of existing work tasks within traditional jobs 
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will be modified. New skills, a combination of digital and multi-disciplinary training, will be 
demanded. In absence of this, the gap between demand and supply of digital skills will 
continue to widen, further impacting employment rates within countries.  
 
The deliberations in this session will provide insights on the importance for fostering a 
digitally ready and inclusive society, and the need for reducing connection inequalities, 
and promoting trust in the global digital ecosystem. 

  
1600-1700 hrs: Plenary IV: Building Resilient Global Value Chains: Advancing Inclusion & 

Integration of All 
  
 In recent years, Global Value Chains have provided dynamic opportunities for several 

countries to diversify their exports and intensify their participation in international markets. 
Studies reveal that more than two-thirds of global trade occurs through GVCs. Global 
Value Chains have increasingly become vast with time, and certainly more complex. 
However, firms, especially SMEs, are not integrated in the global value chains. 
 
The deliberations in this session will provide insights on the importance of revamping 
global trade and investment as key drivers of economic growth, and the need to reinforce 
efforts to fully embrace the focus on strengthening international cooperation and promoting 
inclusive global value chains. 

  
  
1700-1800 hrs: Plenary V: Fostering Financial Inclusion and Empowering Societies 
  
 Financial inclusion together with financial education, are essential components for 

supporting the financial resilience and wellbeing of individuals, families and communities. 
While considerable progress has been made over the years, it is estimated that more than 
1.7 billion adults still remain without access to formal financial services.  
 
The deliberations in this session will provide insights on the importance of adoption of 
broader social policies that   promote access to opportunities and protection from risk, 
support financial resilience and thereby promote financial wellbeing by ensuring people 
have access to formal financial products and services. 

  
1800-1900 hrs: Special Plenary Session: Opportunities in Gujarat 
  
 Gujarat has traditionally been a hub of trade and commerce over many years. Over a 

period of time, Gujarat has also succeeded in widening its industrial base through judicious 
utilization of natural resources, such as minerals, oil and gas, marine, agriculture and 
animal wealth. The state also developed infrastructure facilities required for industries and 
has also introduced several schemes, from time to time, to promote business.  
 
This session would showcase the opportunities in Gujarat and exhibit the strengths of the 
state because of which Gujarat has emerged as a preferred choice for investors. 

  
1900 hrs: Networking Dinner 

            
 
Day 03: Tuesday: 24 January 2023  
  
 
0700-0900 hrs: Yoga Session and Eco Tour at Punit Van [by invitation] 
  
1100-1200 hrs: Excursion to Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) [by invitation] 

 
Includes visit to:  

 Automated Waste Collection System 

 District Cooling System  

 Utility Tunnel 
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1230-1315 hrs:  Tour of Adalaj Stepwell (Adalaj Ni Vav) [by invitation] 
  
1400 hrs: Lunch at The Leela, Gandhinagar 
  

 
General Note: 
 There would be transport arrangement for delegates from The Leela, Gandhinagar for excursion to various 

places (as stated in the programme) during the three days  
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All International delegates attending B20 Inception Meeting at Gandhinagar, Gujarat must be registered 
using the link (on https://www.b20india2023.org/event-registration ). 
 
 
Overseas Delegation Contact Officer (DCO) 
 
Each overseas delegation is requested to appoint a Delegation Contact Officer (DCO). The DCO 
should be present at the meeting and will be the first point of contact for the B20 Secretariat for any 
administrative or logistical support needed by the delegation. All DCO’s are requested to register and 
share contact details latest by 18th January 2023 on https://www.b20india2023.org/event-registration.  
 
Additionally all DCO’s are requested to register all members of the Overseas delegation  on 
https://www.b20india2023.org/event-registration latest by 20 January, 2023.  
 
 
Delegation Liaison Officer (DLO) 
 
A Delegation Liaison Officer (DLO) from the B20 Secretariat may be assigned, on request of DCO, for 
an overseas delegation(s) of minimum 6 members, including Head of Delegation, for duration of the 
meeting. DCO’s are to send their request for DLO before 18th January 2023 to B20 secretariat 
(B20secretariat@cii.in). The DLO will welcome the delegation and accompanying delegates upon 
arrival at the airport and assist them upon departure. The DLO will also collect the delegation kits, 
passes and badges in advance of the meeting and hand it over to the delegation members. DLOs will 
make initial contact with each delegation’s DCO. DLOs contact details will be shared with each 
delegation in advance. 
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Only accredited media will be allowed to cover the proceedings of the B20 Inception Meeting Public 
Session. 
 
The B20 India Secretariat will publish all the documentation and statements on the B20 official 
platforms, which includes 
 
 
Official B20 Channels: 
 

 Website:  https://www.b20india2023.org 
 Twitter: https://twitter.com/b20  
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/thebusinesstwenty  
 LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/b20-india/  
 YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@B20India  
 Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/b20india/ 
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The Government of India has bilateral Visa Waiver Agreements for holders of Diplomatic / Official/ 
Service Passports with 19 G-20 Member States / Guest Countries (i.e. Argentina, Brazil, Indonesia, 
South Korea, Mexico, Russia, South Africa, Bangladesh, Egypt, Mauritius, Oman, United Arab 
Emirates, Singapore, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Türkiye, and Spain). The details can be found at 
https://mea.gov.in/bvwa.htm. 
 
Delegates holding Diplomatic/Official Passports of countries with whom India does not have a Visa 
Waiver Agreement may apply for a regular/paper Conference Visa with multiple entries at 
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in.   
 
Visa including e-visa on a gratis basis will be given to all registered /accredited members of official 
delegations (including ordinary passport holders) for all Sherpa Track and Finance Track Meetings/ 
Ministerial/Working Group/ Engagement Groups meetings / Side Events and G-20 Summit, and their 
accompanying spouses.   
 
It may please be noted that the e-Visa facility is not available for those holding 
Diplomatic/Official/Service/International Travel Documents like UNLP.  Therefore, delegates from 
UN/International Organizations holding Diplomatic/Official Passport or United Nations Laissez-Passer 
may apply for regular/paper Conference Visas at https://indianvisaonline.gov.in 
 
Once the accreditation is complete, the delegates may submit a visa application along with a copy of 
the accreditation letter or a Note Varbale from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs/Authorities from their 
Government, to the Indian High Commission/ Embassy/Consulate for affixing the appropriate Indian 
visa. 
 
All delegates holding Ordinary Passports from eligible countries under the e-visa regime can apply for 
e-Conference Visas (electronic Visa) at https://indianvisaonline.gov.in.   
 
Any OCI (Overseas Citizens of India) Cardholders attending G20 Meetings as a delegate shall be 
required to obtain the prior permission of the Ministry of Home Affairs, India (https://ociservices.gov.in) 
to attend G-20 events.  They would be required to upload mandatorily their accreditation letter issued 
by the G-20 Secretariat while seeking permission from the Ministry of Home Affairs, India at 
https://ociservices.gov.in. 
 
The participants of the Engagement Group Meetings may apply for Conference Visa either through the 
Indian Embassy/High Commission/Consulate or an e-Conference Visa (electronic visa) through e-Visa 
Portal https://indianvisaonline.gov.in. The participants may submit a copy of the invitation letter from the 
Organiser of Engagement Groups along with a Visa application. 
 
For the delegates/participants traveling on e-Conference Visa, the Biometric details of the 
delegate/participant will be mandatorily captured at Immigration on arrival in India. 
 
All delegates are to ensure that their passports have at least six months of validity and a minimum of 
two blank passport pages for validation. 
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Guidelines for International Arrivals into India: 
 
All incoming delegates / officials shall be subject to the Government of India’s Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare (MOHFW) Guidelines for International Arrival or any other guideline as updated from 
time to time. The latest guidelines are available under ‘Travel Advisories’ section of the MOHFW 
website (https://www.mohfw.gov.in/).  
 
The recently the Ministry of Civil Aviation, Government of India has on 12 January 2023 issued 
an advisory on exemption to G20 delegates from 2% COVID testing on arrival. For more detail are 
available using the link 

https://api.b20india2023.org/event/GuidelinesforInternationalArrivals29thDecember2022_
02.pdf 

The last guidelines issued by MOHFW, Government of India on 29 December 2022, stipulates - 
 

Introduction 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has issued ‘Guidelines for International Arrivals’ in context 
of COVID-19 pandemic and updated the same from time to time. The present guidelines are 
being revised in light of increasing trajectory of COVID-19 cases being noted in some 
countries across the world. 

 
Scope 
This document provides protocols to be complied by international travellers as well as points of 
entry (airports, seaports and land border) and shall be valid for all flights landing in India w.e.f. 
1st January 2023 (10.00 Hrs IST) till further orders. 
 

A.1. Planning for Travel 
i. All travellers should preferably be fully vaccinated as per the approved primary 

schedule of vaccination against COVID-19 in their Country. 
 
ii. Additional requirements apply to passengers in all international flights from certain 

high risk countries*. Such travellers would be required to: 
a. Submit complete and factual information in self-declaration form on the online Air 

Suvidha portal (www.newdelhiairport.in) before the scheduled travel, including last 
14 days’ travel details. 

b. Upload negative COVID-19 RT-PCR report** on the Air Suvidha portal (The test 
should have been conducted within 72 hrs prior to undertaking the journey). 

c. Each passenger shall also submit a declaration with respect to authenticity of the 
report and will be liable for criminal prosecution, if found otherwise. 

d. They should also give an undertaking on the portal or otherwise to Ministry of Civil 
Aviation, Government of India, through concerned airlines before they are allowed 
to undertake the journey that they would abide by the decision of the appropriate 
government authority for any post arrival requirement including home/institutional 
quarantine/ self-health monitoring, as warranted. 

 
A.2. During Travel 

iii. In-flight announcement about the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic including 
precautionary measures to be followed (preferable use of masks and following 
physical distancing) shall be made in flights/travel and at all points of entry. 

 
iv. Any passenger having symptoms of COVID-19 during travel shall be isolated as per 

standard protocol i.e. the said passenger should be wearing mask, isolated and 
segregated from other passengers in flight/travel and shifted to an isolation facility 
subsequently for follow up treatment. 
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A.3. On arrival 
v. De-boarding should be done ensuring physical distancing. 

 
vi. Thermal screening should be done in respect of all the passengers by the health 

officials present at the point of entry. 
 

vii. The passengers found to be symptomatic during screening shall be immediately 
isolated, taken to a designated medical facility as per health protocol (as above). 

 
viii. The following protocol post arrival shall also be followed: 

a) A sub-section (2% of the total passengers** in all incoming international 
flights) shall undergo random post arrival testing at the airport on arrival, 
irrespective of port of departure. 

b) Such travellers in each flight shall be identified by the concerned airlines 
(preferably from different countries). They will submit the samples and shall 
be allowed to leave the airport thereafter. 

c) If such travellers’ samples are tested positive, their samples should be further 
sent for genomic testing at INSACOG laboratory network. 

d) They shall be treated/isolated as per laid down standard protocol. 
 

ix. All travellers should self-monitor their health post arrival also shall report to their 
nearest health facility or call National helpline number (1075)/ State Helpline Number 
in case they have any symptoms suggestive of COVID-19. 

 
* China, Singapore, Hong Kong, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Japan 

 
** Children under 12 years of age are exempted from both pre-departure and post-
arrival random testing. However, if found symptomatic for COVID-19 on arrival or during 
the period of self-monitoring period, they shall undergo testing and treated as per laid 
down protocol. 

 
The said guidelines is also available using the link  
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/GuidelinesforInternationalArrivals29thDecember2022.pdf 

 
All passengers who are travelling from Yellow Fever endemic countries as notified by World Health 
Organization are advised to take Yellow Fever vaccination 10 days before their scheduled arrival in 
India. List of Yellow Fever endemic countries may be seen at:  
https://ihpoe.mohfw.gov.in/vaccination.php.  
  
 
During the Meeting  

 
 Delegates are encouraged to wear a mask both indoors and outdoors, to regularly sanitize their 

hands, and to maintain physical distance as far as possible.  
 

 Delegates are requested to self-monitor their health and to report any illness at the earliest to the 
Medical Unit at the hotel/meeting venue. Health facilities including a dedicated medical team will be 
available at all meeting venues, with ambulance services available for transport to an appropriate 
health facility, if required. 
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Inception Meeting Venue Address  
 
The Mahatma Mandir Convention & Exhibition Centre, Salt Mount Rd, Sector 13C, Sector 13, 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat 382016  
 

Website: https://www.theleela.com/mahatma-mandir-convention-exhibition-centre 

Information Center 
 
The B20 Information cum Helpdesk is located at the meeting venue to assist delegates with B20 related 
inquiries. 
 
Access to Venue 
 
All delegates will be required to pass through a security screening prior to enter the venue. Access to 
the venue will be restricted to registered delegates only and are required to always keep their badges 
on display during the inception meeting. The badge is non-transferable.  
 
Interpretation 
 
All meetings will be conducted in English. No interpretation services will be available. 
 
 
Prayer Room  
 
Prayer Room provision for delegates will be made available at the main hotel during the course of the 
meeting. If required, assistance may be sought from the Helpdesk / Registration Counter. 
 
Medical Room 
 
A medical room will remain operational at the main hotel, during the Inception Meeting. If required, 
assistance may be sought from the Helpdesk / Registration Counter. 
 
  



 

20 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCOMODATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

21 | P a g e  

The B20 India Secretariat has identified two hotels, as mentioned below, for accommodation.  
Delegates are requested to kindly write to the contact person(s) of the respective hotel given below. 
Delegates are recommended to book rooms directly with the hotels at the earliest. 
 

a) The Leela Gandhinagar  
 
For room booking please visit:  
https://be.synxis.com/?Hotel=34897&Chain=23514&group=G2019012312 
 
For any assistance regarding room booking please contact: 
 

 Mr Siddharth Joshi, Director Sales & Marketing, The Leela  
(+91 7229048643, siddharth.joshi@theleela.com)  
 

 Mr Mehul Gadhvi Associate Director, The Leela  
(+91 7486007780, mehul.gadhavi@theleela.com) 
   

Hotel Website: https://www.theleela.com/the-leela-gandhinagar 
 

b) The Gift City Club, Gandhinagar 
 
Contact Person: 
Mr Rajnikant Patel: Email - gm@giftcityclub.com (+91-6359700124) 
Website: https://giftcityclub.com/ 

 
Please be advised that all accommodation costs will be borne by the delegates. The occupancy level 
of the hotels in Gandhinagar may increase as we get closer to the meeting date. We strongly 
recommend that you secure your booking well in advance. 
 
The Leela Gandhinagar  
 

 

The Leela Gandhinagar is the first luxury hotel to be built on the air-space of a conventional railway 
station. Located in the capital city of India’s vibrant state of Gujarat. The hotel is located in close 
proximity to India’s first World Heritage City by UNESCO, Ahmedabad. 
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The Leela Gandhinagar, built above the concourse of the Gandhinagar train station is a spectacular 
318 room hotel. Located only 5 minutes away from the Mahatma Mandir Convention and Exhibition 
Centre managed by The Leela, and the luxury hotel blends modern grandeur with the vibrant traditions 
of Gujarat. It is only 30 minutes from Ahmedabad airport.  
 
This exquisite hotel’s architecture features a flooring inspired by vav or archaeological stepwells, 
traditional textiles and beadwork, local crafts, and various other vibrant Gujarat architectural aspects. 
Staying at Leela, guests remain in the heart of Gujarat’s dynamic capital, and at the same time 
experience a plethora of art décor stories influenced by the state’s diverse flora, fauna, culture, design, 
and architecture. 
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The Gift City Club Gandhinagar  
 

 
Located in the heart of Gujarat’s capital – Gandhinagar, GIFT City Club and Business Centre delivers 
a dynamic experience that reflects a hospitable, and entrepreneurial spirit of the State. Rooms are 
spacious, Restaurants vibrant with windows streaming natural light in, Wellness spaces  offer generous 
view of the infinity pool &  tranquil gardens etc.  

 
The GIFT City Club, is a personification of Luxury, designed exclusively as a getaway from hectic 
lifestyle and is equally committed to creating an ideal environment for tailored networking experiences 
for business growth. 
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a. Flight Information    
 

Delegates attending the B20 Inception Meeting should make their own travel arrangements to and from 
Ahmedabad. Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel International / Ahmedabad Airport (AMD) has two terminals, 
Terminal1 (T1) and Terminal 2 (T2). T1 is dedicated for domestic flights and services flights from all 
major cities in India, like Delhi (DEL), Mumbai (BOM), Bangalore (BLR), Kolkata (CCU), Goa (GOI), 
Hyderabad (HYD), Chennai (MAA), etc. T2 is dedicated for international as well as domestic flights, and 
services many international flights from Dubai (DXB), Kuwait (KWI), Abu Dhabi (AUH), Doha (DOH), 
Sharjah (SHJ), Singapore (SIN), Nairobi (NBO), London (LHR) etc.  
 
The Airport is located about 22 km and approximately 30 minutes driving distance from the Inception 
meeting venue. Delegates are advised to arrange flights, so as to arrive in Ahmedabad on or before 
22nd forenoon of January 2023. 
 
b. Immigration 

 
The immigration process will be completed at the first port of entry in India for all delegates. A dedicated 
lane for immigration is available for all delegates with Diplomatic/official passports. 

 
c. Customs 

 
Indian national laws govern the importation and exportation of prohibited or controlled items into or out 
of India, including medications. Delegates are allowed to bring medication, strictly for personal use. 
Drugs containing narcotics are prohibited from entering India. Those containing psychotropics are 
restricted and must be declared. In addition, delegates must present a letter from their physician and/or 
a copy of the original prescription stating the list of medication(s) and amount used per day to a customs 
officer. These documents are essential to prove the legality of the prescribed medication, should there 
be questioning by the customs officer. The government exempts some excisable goods purchased 
abroad for personal use from import duties, excise, and taxes for every adult at each arrival with the 
following limited amount: 
 
Item Maximum Allowance 
 

Item Maximum Allowance 
Alcohol 2 litres 

Cigarettes 100 Cigarettes 
Cigars 25 Cigars 

Tobacco 125 grams 
 
Any excess of the excisable goods will be destroyed. Incoming delegates carrying more than USD 
10,000 (or equivalent in other foreign currencies) in cash should declare the same to Customs. 
Temporary licenses to carry or use firearms and communication gadgets are considered diplomatic 
facilities and are provided solely to the Head of State/ President's security personnel and 
Ministers/Governors in compliance with Indian law. The delegation may submit a request for firearms 
permit well in advance through a diplomatic note with the necessary documentation attached. The 
diplomatic note should be addressed to the Chief of Protocol, Ministry of External Affairs of the 
Government of India, via the respective Country's Mission in India. 
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EXCURSION TO GIFT CITY 
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Gujarat International Finance Tec-City 
 
Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) is 
India’s first Operational Smart City and International 
Financial Services Centre (IFSC). 
 
GIFT City is spread across 886 acres of land on the banks 
of Sabarmati River between Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar 
in Gujarat, INDIA. It is implemented on integrated 
development model with 62 mn sq. ft. of built-up area (BUA) 
including Office spaces, Residential Apartments, Schools, 
Hospital, Hotels, Clubs, Retail and various Recreational 
facilities, which makes this City a truly “Walk to Work” City. 
GIFT City is awarded the GREEN CITIES ‘PLATINUM’ 
Certification by Indian Green Building Council (IGBC), 
making it most sustainable place to work and live. 
 
GIFT City is fast emerging as Gateway for International 
Financial Services of the Country. Currently, various global financial institutions and technology 
companies have set-up their operations in GIFT City.  
The Delegation will be visiting Automated Waste Collection System (AWCS), District Cooling System, 
Utility Tunnel during the excursion. 
 
The excursion to GIFT city will include visit to:  

 Automated Waste Collection System 
 District Cooling System  
 Utility Tunnel 

 
Automated Waste Collection System (AWS) 
 
Few unique features of solid waste management system 
are:  
 
 Automated Waste Collection System (AWS) through 

chute system 
 Minimum Human Intervention 
 Minimize space requirement 
 Minimize impact on health 
 Waste sucked through pipes at a speed of 90 km/hr 
 Waste Treatment through Plasma Technology 
 
 
 
District Cooling System 
 
Few Highlights of District cooling system are:   
 
 Total Planned District Cooling Capacity: 1,80,000 TR 
 State of the art technology, Series Counter Flow 

Chillers with Thermal Storage Tank 
 Chilled water distribution piping network through 

underground Utility Tunnel 
 Energy metering and Control through SCADA 
 

GIFT City 

Automated Waste Collection System  

District Cooling System 
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Utility Tunnel  
 
GIFT developed the 
vision of “DIGGING 
FREE CITY” by 
placing all the utilities 
in a TUNNEL across 
the city so that there is 
no need to excavate 
the roads in future for 
repair/maintenance 
/renovation/up 
gradation of any utility.  
 
The provisions are made in the tunnel for smooth access, separation of utilities, proper drainage, 
lighting, and other long-term concerns, such as maintenance and security. 
 
Total length of the Tunnel within GIFT City is around 16 Km out of which 5 km is operational, well 
provided with all safety measures and at places may go up to as large as 8 M wide X 11M deep.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Utility Tunnel  
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PERSONAL INFORMATION 
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The B20 India Secretariat collects personal information to facilitate registration, liaison and logistics 
arrangements pertaining to the Inception Meeting.  
 
The data of the delegates will be fully protected and accessible only to a limited number of personnel 
of the Indian B20 Presidency Secretariat under the prevailing laws and regulations of the Republic of 
India. 
 
At the conclusion of the B20 Inception Meeting, all personal data will be destroyed in a safe and secure 
manner. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
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ABOUT GANDHINAGAR 
 
Gandhinagar, the capital city of Gujarat state, west-central India and is located on the banks of the 
Sabarmati River, just north of Ahmedabad. 
 
 
CLIMATE 
 
Gandhinagar experiences three common seasons namely winter, monsoon and summer. The climate 
here is normally hot and dry except in the monsoon season. The temperature in January will be 
comfortable with a low of 12˚C and a high of 28˚C. From the months of March to June, the weather 
remains very hot with maximum temperature measured in the range of 36 - 42 degree Celsius and the 
minimum temperature recorded range from 19 - 27 degree Celsius. 
 
Humidity is felt from June to mid-September due to the southwest monsoons and the annual rainfall is 
measured to be around 803.4 mm. 
 
 
DRESS CODE 
 
Dress code for all meetings is formal business attire. Delegates are expected to wear smart casual 
attire for the Welcome Reception. 
 
An extra layer of warm clothing is also recommended for all evening events. 
 
 
TIME ZONE 
 
Local time in Gandhinagar is India Standard Time (IST) which is UTC +5:30 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL DIAL CODES 
 
The country code for India is +91, and the local code for Gandhinagar is 079. To call a local number, 
you can dial +91 followed by the local code 079 and then dial the number you wish to call. Likewise, to 
call an Indian mobile number when calling from a foreign number, you should dial +91 followed by 
mobile number you wish to contact. Delegates intending to use an Indian SIM-card can obtain the same 
from an authorized mobile network operator. 
 
 
CURRENCY AND BANKING 
 
The currency of India is the Indian Rupee (INR). Current exchange rates against the US Dollar are 
approximately 82 INR to one US Dollar*. Currency can be easily exchanged at the airport and at 
designated Government of India approved dealers. Major foreign credit cards are accepted in all 
modern establishments, hotels, restaurants, and stores. 
 
* Note: This official conversion rate is indicative only as on 20 Dec 2022 and liable to change  
 
 
ELECTRICITY 
 
The electricity supply voltage in India is 220-240 volts with plug types C and D. The Indian 
G20 Secretariat will provide a power outlet at the delegate’s desk at the meeting venue. 
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Delegates are encouraged to bring their equipment, such as electric adaptors for mobile devices 
intended to be used. Round pins with three points are used in Indian plug point. (as shown in the 
pictures below). 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DRINKING WATER 
 
Tap water is not potable. Delegates are advised to consume bottled water only. 
 
 
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 
 
For any urgent matters, please contact the Main Control Room, Gandhinagar. You may also call the 
Emergency Numbers as tabulated below. 
 

Police Fire Ambulance General Inquiry 
100 101 108/102 197 

 
 
FIRST AID 
 
An emergency medical support unit will be available at Hotel Leela, during the meeting. 
 
 
ACCESSIBILITY AND SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Overseas Delegates are requested to inform the B20 India Secretariat on any special accessibility 
requirements, well in advance. 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Delegates and participants may be filmed or photographed by the Indian B20 Secretariat’s official 
photographers/broadcasters over the course of the programme. In addition, photographs and short 
video compilations of the Inception Meeting would be available on the B20 official website following the 
conclusion of the event and would also be used in the official social media posts of the B20 India 
Presidency. 
 

Type D 

Type C Type D 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
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S No. Description Date 

1 Last date to nominate DCO 18 January 2023 

2 
Last date to register International / Overseas 
delegates 

20 January 2023 

3 Arrival at Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
before 22 January 2023, 

forenoon 

4 Welcome Reception 22 January 2023 

5 Public Session of the Inception Meeting 23 January 2023 

6 
Excursion to Gujarat International Finance Tec-
City (GIFT City) 

24 January 2023 

7 
Close Door sessions of Task Forces & Action 
Councils 

24 January 2023 

8 Departure of Delegates 25 January 2023 
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